CHAPTER XXXVIII
ALEXANDER IIZ
The Last Autocrat
ALEXANDER III AND HIS ADVISERS
In the brief reign of Alexander III (1881-1894), Russian monarchical absolutism, like a late summer blossom whose evanescent glories are soon to be swept away by the autumn storms, asserted itself for the last time. Bom on February 26, 1845, the future Emperor Alexander III was the second son of Alexander II, and became heir apparent after his elder brother Nicholas died of consumption in 1865. Although Alexander's early education had been somewhat neglected; as was evidenced by his inability to master Russian spelling, the eminent historian S. M. Solovev in 1865-1866 taught the future tsar a course-on Russian history, which may account in part for his ardently nationalistic views. On October 287 1866, Alexander married Princess-Sophie Frederica Dagmar of Denmark (a sister of the future Queen-Alexandra of England), known in Russia as Maria Fedorovna. Although the Danish princess had formerly been betrothed to Alexander's-elder brother and her marriage with the new heir apparent had all the earmarks of a mariage de convenance, their union proved serenely happy; Alexander was a devoted husband and the father of five children born between 1868 and 1882. His private life was free from the irregularities so common among his predecessors, and his disapproval of Alexander IFs liaison and subsequent morganatic marriage with Princess Yurevsky (who, moreover, according to Count Witte, used her Influence to promote the interests of unscrupulous concession-seekeis) was one reason for the disfavor with which lie looked upon-the policies of the preceding reign. Powerfully built and awkward in manner, Alexanctor shunned the pomp and circumstance of the St.
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